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Amendment put and passed; the Title,
as amended, agreed to.

Bill reported with amendments and the
report adopted.

Read a third time and transmitted to the
Counecil,

ADJOURNMENT—SPECIAL
The PREMIER: I move—

That the Hoamse at its rising adjourn to 11
am, Friday.

Question put and passed.

Hcuse adjourned at 1.4 am. (Friday).

Legislative Council,
Friday, 18th December, 1925,
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 11
a.m., and read prayers,

QUESTION—PRICES COMMISSION,

Hon. J. CORNELL (without notiee)
asked the Chief Secretary: When do the
Government expect the Prices Commission
to conclude their inquiries and present a rve-
port, thus obviating the necessity for further
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useless expenditure of public funds and the
coutinued placation of gullible sections of
the community ¥

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: The
Royal Commission are to presenf their re-
port in February next?

QUESTION—ESPLANADE FAIR
GROUNDS.

Hon, J. M. MACFARLANE asked the
Chief Seeretary: 1, Do the Guvernment in-
tend to eall for publie tenders for the leasing
of “White City”? 2, As an alternative, will
the Government consider the desirability of
the State Gardens Board letting the grounds
direct rather than through a lessee? 3, Will
the Government move to eliminate gambling
from ecarnival or other events held there?

The CHIE¥ SECRETARY replied:
The matier will receive the consideration
of the Government during the recess.

MOTION—COMMISSIONER OF
RAILWAYS,

To approve appointment.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. J. M.
Drew—Ceniral) [11.3]: I move—

That the appointment by His Excellency
the Governor of Lieutenant-Colonel Harold
Pope, C.B., as Commissioner of Railways, at a
aalary of £2,000 a year, in the terms of the
Executive Council minute laid on the Table
of the Legislative Coumeil on the 17th day of
December, 1925, be approved.

1 believe the motion will reveal a unanimity
of opinion. Colonel Pope assumed responsi-
bility for our vast railway system at a very
eriticial time, and I say without hesitation
he has justified his selection for the very
important office now in his keeping. He bas
nursed the finances of the Railway Depart-
ment from the almost hopeless to the con-
valescent stage. The railways now give real
service to the people. 1 do not intend to
wander through the details of Colonel Pope’s
administration, beeause I could not relieve
a monotonous story of improvement with in-
stances of negleet or incompetence. Mem-
bers may ask why this reappointment has
not received earlier atiention. The abhsence
of the Premier in England delayed consid-
eration, and the subsequent erush of parlia-
mentary business did not permit of a de-
claration until Wednesday last. An impul-
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sive appointment to the Commissionership
was not warranted, even though the ap-
pointee possessed the highest qualifications
and the confidence of the members in oecu-
pation of the Treasury benches, Although
Colonel Pope’s reappointment was hardly
ever in jeopardy, the Government had to
give many features serions and mature con-
sideration before making an announcement.
The principal phase of recent years has been
service to the public and, secondly, financial
recovery. The spirit of complaint is not
sbroad, and that fact, I contend, is a true in-
dication that the eustomers of the railways are
satisfied that the officer in charge is eapable.
Of course the everyday frivial complaints
must be expected in such a far-flung rail-
way system as ours. Colonel Pope presides
over a happy housebold of fellow workers,
each and every one of them striving for
efliciency. That desirable state of affairs
would not exist with faulty leadership. The
discontent of bycone years has disappeared.
The system has not been starved in expendi-
ture for maintenance. So far as T can dis-
cover, everything is in first class running
order. The extension of facilities to deal
with traffic and the inauguration of greater
convenience and efficiency are dependent on
the capital available from Joan money. We
have not been able to give the Commissioner
all the money he desired. Very often the
Commissioner is eriticised for not carrying
out some work of perhaps great necessity,
but people too often overlook the fact that
the fault rests not with the Commissioner
but with the Government, and only with the
Government to the extent that they may have
funds avatlable and may not set them aside
for the purpose. TL.oan moneys are allocated,
not only on the necessities of the railways,
tramways and electricity departments, but
on a proportion of the afforded total loan
expenditure for the particular year. It
would be wrong to make bounding leaps in
loan expenditure. TIn the expenditure of
loan moneys the railways must share with
the necessities of other State activities and
no more. A pleasing feature of Colonel
Pope’s suceess is the fact that praetieally
the whole of his experience has heen gained
in Western Australia. It is very encourag-
ing to find that men in our own service are
capable, when opportunity offers, success-
fully to fill such high and tmportant posts as
the one under discussion. It ean be said
that our railway system is reasonably
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eflicient. Difliculties and problems insepar-
able from a growing concern such as our
railways have heen successfully met. Colonel
1’ope has been fortunate in having associated
with him 2 staff of very capable officers who
have rendered to him @nd to the Government
their very best assistance and service. No
matter what ability or capacity might be
possessed by one individual, the success could
not have been atfained without the loyal co-
operation of the whole of the service, and one
of the reasons for this co-operation is the
tactful administration of the Commissioner,

HON, J. DUFFELL {Meircpolitan-Sub-
urban) [11.10]: T think 1 shall be express-
ing the opinion of every member when 1 say
it was very gratifving to hear the eulogy
passed by the Chief Secretary on one who
holds sueh an important position. Colonel
Pope has rendered most efficient service as
Commissioner, So well has he discharged
his duties that, notwithstanding rumours
which fromi.time to time gave rise {o a cer-
bain amount of diseontent, ill-feeling and
anxiety, Cabinet have been satisfied to re-
appoint him. During Colonel Pope’s occu-
paney of the position, many important im-
provements have been made to the system,
amongst which T may mention the improve-
ments in front of the central station and at
the various stations in the metropolitan area,
all of which have been carried out under
the guidance of the Commissioner. I am
pleased that such harmonious relationship
exists between the Commissioner and his
staff, and T feel sure his reappointment will
give satisfaction to the whole of the people
who unse the railways,

.HON. H. A. STEPEENSON (Metropoli-
tan-Suburban) [11.12]: What surprizes me
more than anvthing else in connection with
the reappointment of Colonel Pope is the
fact that his salary has not been increased.
Tf there is any man in the Public Serviee
who should reeeive an increase, it is the
Commissioner of Railways. Five vears ago
when Colonel Pope was appointed te the
position, he was taken practically on trust,
The position of Commissioner of Railways
had heen advertised throughout the world at
a salarv of £2500 a vear. Apparently there
were no applications, and the position was
offered to and accepted hv Colonel Pope at
£2,000 a yvear. Resnlts have shown that Col-
onel Pope has made good and proved himself.
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The i.nancial j.osition of the railways has im-
proved greatly during his regime, and though
I cannot pgive the Commissioner praise
for the whole of the improvements, I
give him great credit for his management.
The Commissioner of Railways of this
Siale 15 net paid anything like the same
salary as men heolding similar positions in
the other States. Within the last year or
two the South Australian Guvernment ap-
pointed a Commissioner of Railways at
£5,000 a year; and, in addition, he has an
understudy at £1,500 a year. The Tas-
mauian Government, with a railway system
totalling only about GO0 miles, pay their
Commissioner the same amount as we pay
ours, £2,000 a vear. New South Wales has
a number of Commissioners whose salaries
toial in the neighbvurhoud of £15,000 a
year. Victoria and Queensland pay much
higher salaries than we do. Therefore 1
consider that we are not treating onr (om-
missioner fairly in asking him to continue
at the salary which he accepted five years
ape, when he was practieally taken on
trust. Since then he has wmade good.
Everyone admits that from a finanecial
point of view things have changed materi-
ally during the past five years. Qunly the
other day members of Parliament inereased
their own =alaries by 30 per cent.

Hon. T. Moore: But our salavies were a
long way below the Commissioner’s.

Hon. Il. A, STEPHENXSON: Qur action
is a strong reason why the Commissioner
should be granted am increase of salary.
If it were in order to do 50, I would move
in that direction.

Question pot and passed.

MOTION—ABATTOIRS ACT.
To Disallow Hegulations.

Hon. J. Nicheolson had given notice of
a motion “That the revised rerunlations
under the Abattoirs Aet, 1909. laid on the
Table of this Houze on the 18th November,
be and are hereby disallowed.”

HON. J. NICHOLSON (Metropolitan)
[1119]: T am pleased to be able to in-
timate that as the result of nezotiations
with the Minister for Agriculture a setile-
ment has been arrived at regarding this
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matter, and therefore 1 ask leave to with-
draw the notice of motion.

Notice of motion by leave withdrawn,

BILL—TRAFTI¢ ACT AMENDMENT.

Received from the Asgemhly, nnd resd
a first time.

BILL—RESERVES.
In Commiltee.

Resumed from the 8th December; Hon.
J. W. Kirwan in the Chalr, the Chief
Becretary in charge of the Bill.

Clanse 7—Reserve 5374

sidered) :

HON. A. J. H. SAW: A former leader
of fhis Chamber, Mr. Colebatch, was an
emivent chess-player; and the proceedings
during the last week or two in regard to
this Bill soggests to me that the present
Leader of the HMouse 1s also an exponent
of the game. A masterly hand has treated
the Notice IPaper much as a chess board,
willi this Reserves Bill as the king piece.
At one time the Bill has been here on the
Notice Paper, and at another time there.
When we sought to check it or to compel
a move, there was immediately a counter
move of the measure to the hottom of the
Notice Paper. Pcrhaps the objeet of the
Leader of the House has been to allow the
people who are vitally interested in the
Bill an opportunity to cowe to an agree-
ment amongst themselves before this Cham-
her finally deals with the matter. Tn-
fortunately the parties have not come lo
an agreement, and we are called upon {o
arrange a compromise which will give
those who desire a sports ground a
fitting sports-ground, and will af the
same time safeguard the rights of the
residents of the West Ward of South
Perth. With those ends in view I shall
move certain amendments. I may liken the
reserve in question to this Chamher. The
east end of this Chamber and the part be-
vond it represent Labouchere-road. The
corridor on the left hand outside repre-
senis Richardson-street, alomg which a
number of nice villas with gardens have
been erected by people who were presum-
akly attracted by the promise of quietude
as a result of the area being a hotanieal

(parily con-
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reserve. The corridor on the right hand
side of the Chamber would represent
Ambherst-street, the streei between the re-
serve and the Golf Links; and the corrider
on the west side would represent the river.
The shape of the reserve somewhat con-
forms with the shape of this Chamber.
The area fronting Labouchere-rcad is a
little over an eighth of a mile in length, and
the area aloug Richardson-street and
Ambherst-street is approximately a quarter
of a mile. The proposal of the clause is
that an area facing Labouchere-road,
which would be represented by the Presi-
dent’s gallery, shall be divided into two
portions, with an entrance represented by
the door, and that both portions, on the
right and on the left, shall be reserved for
the parking of motor cars. The residents
concerned, especially those in Richardson-
street, as represented by the left-hand
corridor, do not think it desirable to have
a parking area right up against their
houses, as it were. One amendment which
I shall move is that the parking area on
the right hand side towards the Golf Links
and Amherst-street shall be reserved, and
that the parking area on the left-hand side
towards Richardson-street shall be cut out,
and shall be thrown into the reserve. If
that is done, there will be an area of about
20 acres reserved, and in that area there
will be ample room for a cricket and foot-
ball ground, whieh at the highest ecomputa-
tion should be in the neighbourhood of
eight acres. Mr. Orr, the secretary of the
Foothall Association, in writing to me
suggested that a complete football ground
should comprise 10 acres; but even at 19
acres there will be ample room for foot-
ball and other kinds of games, such as
tennis, bowls, or eroquet, or even the
despised golf, to be played at the discretion
of the couneil and residents of South
Perth, snbjeet, however, to the consent of
Cabinet, this being a Class “A” reserve.
There will be room for the playing of
games, and also for a fringe of ornamental
trees and flower beds to ;be put into the
reserve, so ihat the place may really be-
come a thing of beauty. I have the assur-
ance of the chairman of the South Perth
road board that the board, intend fo
follow out such a scheme and that they
will plant ornamental trees and shrubs.
In eertain respeets, therefore, the re-
serve will folfil the functions of a
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botanical garden, if only to a small
degree. 1 have the further assurance
that there is no intention, such as has been
{eared by certain residents of the West
Ward, to have a “White City” or anything
approaching it, or to have inerry-go-rounds
and hurdy-gurdies. I wish to have it on re-
cord that so far as I am concerned I am ex-
pressing my consent to the proposal, with
certain modifications, on those eonditions.

Hon. J. Nicholson: Would those con-
ditions be embodied in the Bill?

Hon. A. J.H. SAW': No. I do not think
it would be possible to include them in the
Bill. 'Fhe matter must be left to the good
faith of the South Perth road board and
those who follow them, and ulso to Lhe good
will of the residents, who have the matter in
iheir own conirol. The amendment I propose
to mnve will have the effect of excluding the
parking avea on the left hand side facing
Labouchere-road and adjacent to Richard-
son-street, and that arvea will then be thrown
into the reserve for sporls purposes. I pro-
pose to leave the area for parking on the
right hand side facing Labouciiere-road which
will ran to Amherst-street, and which should
be sufficient for all reasonalile parking re-
quirements, especially in view of lhe fact that
along the whole length of Labouchere-road
for about half a mile there is no footpath on
one side, nothing but the Zoo fence, and there
is no reason why any overflow of ears should
not be parked along that side of the road. I
intend to suggest another amendment. The
final clause says that the area shall be de-
voted to the purpose of recreafion, exclusive
of golf. That is the meanest and pettiest
thing I have seen in a Bill, and it is a re-
flection on the game of golf which I bave
played for the last 40 years. It represents
that golf is not a suitable game to play and
that lhe people who do play it are something
in the nature of pariahs. To that I cannot
subseribe. T do not see why the hands of the
South Perth Road Board should be fied by
such a limitation. T have looked over the
area recently., There is a purtion near the
river consisting of a sandy waste and rushes,
and at the present time the algae is so thick
that even the hardiest golfer would require
a rvespirator if he were to play about that
arca. [ do not know from what source the
proposal emanaled, because every respon-
sible person who has spoken to me has dis-
claimed that he bhad any hand whatever in
getting the words “exclusive of golf” put
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into the clause. T noticed in the newspaper
that Mr. Angwin said he had no objection to
the words-being excised. Whoever did put
them in exhibited 2 mean and petty spirt. I
was rather surprised at the remarks of Mr.
Miles who deprecated the use of this area
as a sports ground. T fancy the hon. mem-
ber is rather a keen ericketer himself and I
imagine that belore avoirdu;.ois eame on him
he was an able exponent of the game of
foothall. Neither can I egree with the com-
parison that he made between this reserve
and King’s Park. King's Park to my mind
is a heritage, not only for the pecple in the
metropolitan area, but for the people in the
whole State. This particular area at South
Perth was set aside at one time for the pur-
pose of botanical gardens., T was astonished
to reccive a letter from the Sunth Perth Road
Board since the matter was last before this
House, and I noticed, too, that something
similar appears in this moruing’s newspaper.
The letter set out that the board noticed with
regret the action taken by three members of
the Upper House towards ihe Bill. It is our
desire to see the matter settled amicably
amongst the residents and there is no wish
that the Bill should be rushed through Par-
liament withont the people who are con-
cerned being fully informed of all the faets.
That was our attilude, and ai a previons
sitting Mr. Duffell asked the Leader of the
House to report progress so that our wishes
might be given effeet to. The residents of
Sonth Perth have not arrived at an under-
standing, but the assuramee given by the
South Perth Road Board will not only guar-
antee that the people of South Perth will
have an adequate playground, but, it will
{end fowards beautifving the arvea on a por-
tion of which at the present time there are
mevely Christmas trees and which are in blos-
goin and the remainder of which consist of
a s=andyv wasfe with stunted trees of the
hanksia tyvpe. If the road hoard live up to
what is set out in the petition. the heanty of
the area wili be enhanced and no harm wiil
be inflicted on anybody.

Hon. J. DUFFELL: I sapport what has
been said by Dr. Saw. Whils we all realise
how necessary it is to safermard all Class
¢ A" reserves, the delay that has been brought
abot will enable a compromize to be arrived
at which it is hoped will be salisfactory to all
parties. We have been assured that the
frontage of the reserve will he planted with
ornamental 'frees and that there will be
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flower beds as well. Generally speaking,
what is snggested should tend to bring about
an improvement that all will he glad (o see.
[ am informed also 'that the golf elud in-
tends fo rut in iwe wore holes. That will
involve the oxrenditure of money and the
ground will be made suitable for the pur-
poze of the game.

Hen. T. MOORE: I understood that both
the South Perth Road Board and the
Zoologieal Gardens Commitiee had unani-
mously agreed to the proposal, before the
Bill was submitte! to Parliament. It has
been said that somrone has been instrumental
in putting something into the Bill which
can be regarded as a slur on the game of
golf. A friend of mine has marked for my
benefit a plan showing that in the past golf
players have not by any means been
negiected. Tf T hold up this plan, members
will see the hnge area that is marked red.
That is all golf land. When the golf
neople were out to get something for them-
selves, they serured for their exelusive use
that piece of land and they got it for the
next 30 vears. The golf players, who re-
gord the clanse in the Bill as it stands as
a slur on the game, have excluded a number
of nther people from that reserve for a great
number of years. At any rate I am glad
that a compromise has heen arrived at.

Progress reported.

BILL—INDUSTRIAL ARBITRATION
AQOT AMENDMENT.

Request for Conference.

Message from the Assemblv received and
read requesting a conference with managers
of the Council and intimating that the As-
sembly would be represented by three mem-
bers.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. J. M.
Drew—Central) [11.47]: I move—

Tnat n message be transmitted to the As-
sembly agreeing to a conference; that the
Hons. .J. J. Holmes, E. H. Harris, and
the mover be appointed managers on behaif
of the Council, and that the conference be
held in the President’s room at necon.

Question put and passed.

Sitfrrg suspended from 11.52 am. (Friday)
to 7 am. (Saturday).
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Conference Managers’ Report.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. J. M.
Drew—Central} [7 a.m. Baturday]: 1 de-
sire to report that the managers of the Con-
ference have met, and, I am pleased to say,
have come to an agreement. The report is
as follows:—

Neo. 1. Clubs,—Council’s amendment agrecd
to.
No. 2.
agreed to.

No.3. Domestic Servants,—Council 's amend-
ment not agreed to, and the first paragraph
of Subelanse (6) of the Bill deleted. In lien
thereof the following is inserted:—'*(6) By
inserting after the words ‘domestie service,’ in
the interpretation of ‘worker,” the words ‘in
a private home, provided that no home in which
more than six boarders and/for lodgers are re-
ceived for pay or reward shall be deemed to
be a private home.’ ”’

No. 4. Insurance
amendment agreed to.

Preference—Couneil’s amendment

Canvassers,—Couneil ’s

No. 7, Same industry.—Council’s amend-
ment, agreed to,
Na. 8. Application to dercgister while cases

pending.—Couneil’s amendment not agreed to.

No. 9. Registration of AW.U.—Council’s
amendment agreed to.

No. 10. Consequential on No. 9.—Couneil’s
amendment agreed to.

Nos. 11 to 17, inctusive,—Council’s amend-
meuts not agrerd to. o licu thereof Clauses
8 to 14, inclusive, arc amended as follows:—

No. 11. Clawse 8—Strike oot all words
after the word *‘is,”’ in first line, and insert
‘‘amended by inscrting after the words ‘shall
be a,’ in line five, the words ‘person qualified
to be appointed a,’ and by substituting for
the word ‘nominated,’ in line gsix, the word
‘appointed,’ and by substituting for the word
‘judge,’” in line seven, the words ‘third mem-
ber’ such amendment shall have effeet from the
Tth day of April, 1925.7°

No. 12. Cilause 9.—S8trike out all words after
‘i, in first line, and insert ‘‘amended by
substituting for the words ‘a judge of the
Supreme Court’ the words ‘a person qualified
as aforesaid.” '’

No. . house 10, —Strike out all words
after *'as follows’' to the end of the clause,
and insert:—

47. (1.) The tenure of office of the Presi-
dent shall he the same as in the case of a
Judge of the Supreme Court, and he shall be
entitied to all rights and privileges of a judge
{including pension).

Provided that a President shall not continue
in office after he shall bave attained the age of
seventy yeuars.

(2.) Eaeh ordinary member of the court
shall be appointed for a period of three years,
and until the appointinent of his successor.

(3.} Eah ordinary wmember of the court
shall be eligible for reapnvointment,

(4.} In the cvent of the period of office of
the ordinary members of the eourt expiring
during the period of any investigation on
which the court has entered, the Governor may
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continue them in office for such time as may
be necessary to enable them to take part in
the completion of the matter.

No. 14, Clause 11, lines 3 and 4—Strike
out the words ‘‘if he is not a judge of the
Supreme Court.’’

Nos. 15 and 16~—Council’s amendment not
agreed to.

No, 17. Clause 14 —Strike out all words
after ‘“amended,’’ in line one, and insert ‘‘by
omitting the words ‘other than the President,’
and by inserting in place of the words ‘before
the President’ the words ‘before 4 judge of
the Supreme Court.’’

No. 18. Power of Minister to refer a dis-
pute with an unregistered body into the court
to he given inte the hands of the court.—The
Council’s amendment is disagreed with, and in
licu thereof Clause 15 js amended by the de-
letion of all words in subparagraph (b} from
the beginning to the word ‘‘and,’’ in the
twelfth line, inclusive.

No. 21. Appearance of solicitors im court.
—Couneil’s amendment agreed to.

Ne¢. 22. Order in which enses are to bhe
taken.—Council’s amendment disagreed with,

No, 24. Relief not limited to claim.-—Coun-
¢il’s amendment agreed to.

No. 25. Retrospective cffect of awards.—
Council’s amendment agreed to.

No. 26. Employers not in industry.—Coun-
cil’s amendment agreed to.

Nn. 28, Term of award.—Council’s amend-
ment disagreed with,

No. 29, Term of award.—Council’s amend-
ment agreed to.

No.  30. Retrospective effect.—Council’s
amendment agreed to.
No. 31. Retrospective effect—Couneil’s

ameadment agreed to,

No. 32. Tnelusion of non-employers—
Couneil’s amendment apgreed to.

No. 33. Repeal of Section 83.—Council’s
amegrdment not agreed to,

Na. 34. Industrial magistrates~—Council’s
amendment not agreed to, and in lieu thereof
the elanse is amended by the insertion of the
words ‘‘police or resident’' before the word
“tmagistrate,’’ in line five.

No. 35. Qazettal of appointments.—Coun-
¢il’'s amendment not agreed te, but in lieu
thercof the clause is amended by striking out
the last three words.

No. 37. Reference to court by industrial
unions or associations,—Council’s amendment
net agrecd to, and in lieu thereof the clause
is amended as follows:—

Clavse 56.—Strike out all words after ‘‘us
follows,’’ and inser{:—

97. (1.) No industrial matter including any
application feor the enforcement of any ndus-
trial agreement or award of the eourt or dis-
pute shall be referred to the court by an in-
dustrial union or association otherwise than
pursuant te a resclution of the governing bedy
of such industrial union or association.

(2.) In the ecase of an indusirial dispute
such resolutions shall be published in a news-
paper circalating in the district in which the
regisiered office of the union or association is
situated.
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(3.) If in the ease of an intended refer-
ence by an industrial union 2 request in writ-
ing, signed by not less than fen per centum
of the union, is made to the governing body
within fourteen days after such publication
to submmit the matter of the intended refer-
ence to a ballot of the mewmbers, such ballot
shall be taken in the prescribed manner, and
the dispute shall not be referred to the Court
unless a majority of the members who record
their vote vote in the affirmative,

{4.) In the case of an association, if within
fourteen days after the publication of such
resolution a majority of the industrial unions
represented on the association at special meet-
ings to be called for the purpose of taking
such resolotion into consideration pass resolu-
tions forbidding the reference, the dispute
sball not be referred to the Court.

No. 38. Basic Wage—Council’s amend-
ment agreed to subjeet to the following
amendments:—

To subsection two of new section 100, the
following provisos are added—

““Provided that in the application of the
basic wage to industrial agreements and
awards so far as a wage i3 thereby fixed for
workers who receive from their employer with-
out charge board and lodging, or lodging
or board, or partial boeard, or other allow-
ances which are deemed by the Court to be
a just set-off, the monetary value thereof, as
assessed by the Court, shall be deemed, pro
tanto, payment of a portion of the wage re-
ceived by the worker.”’

“‘Provided also that in fixing the basic
wage the Court shall not deem itself bound
by any previous decision of the Court or any
other Court fixing a minimum or basic wage.’’

In subsection six of new section 100, in
lines three and four, the words ‘“in money or
money’s worth’’ are deleted.

In new scction 101, the words ‘‘eommence-
ment of’’ in line two are deleted and in lieu
thereof the words ‘‘first declaration of ja
basic wage under,’’ are inserted.

In new section 102, the words ‘‘commence-
ment of’* in line two are deleted and in lien
thereof the words ‘‘first deelaration of a basie
wage under?’’ are inserted.

In mew section 102, paragraph (a), the
word “‘and’’ is inserted after ‘‘wage.’’

In new sertion 102, paragraph (b), ‘“any,’’
in line one, is deleted, and all the words after
¢¢yemuneration’’ in line two to the end of the
paragraph are deleted, and the word ‘‘and’’
is added.

Tn new seetion 102, paragraph (c), the
words from ‘‘deductions’’ jn line one to the
end of the paragraph are deleted and the
word ‘“therefrom’’ ja added.

Tn new section 103, the word *fin'’ is in-
serted before ‘‘parity'’ in line five.

No. 48. Preseribing number of apprentices
br regulation—Council’s amendment  dis-
apgreed with.

No. 51, Clubs. — Couneil’s  amendmipnt
agreed to.
No. 52. Powers of inspection by union

pecretaries.— Couneil’s amendment agreed to.

Xo. 53. Industrial Magistrates.—Councii’a
amendment disagreed with.
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No. 54. Period in which action may be
taken for recovery.—Council’s amendment
agreed to.

No. §5. Obtaining opinion of ¥Full Court.—

Council’y amendment disagreed with.

No. 56. Power io cnforce awards. The
Council’s amendment is amended by the de-
Ietion of all words after ‘‘thereof’’ in line
7 to the end of subelause (1), ard by the in-
sertion in lieu thereof of the following words,
““and if on sueh inquiry he shall be of the
opinion that any person hag committed or is
committing any breach of this Act or any
industrial agreement or award of the Couri
he shall forthwith acquaint the Court and the
Crown Law officers accordingly.

No. 57. Penalty for eontempt.—Delete all
words after ‘‘principal Act’’ to the emd of
subclauge (2) of proposed new clause and in-
gert ‘‘is nmended by inserting the figure (2)
instead of (3) as the number of the last
paragraph.’’

[Consideration resumed at a later stage.]

BILL—RESERVES.
In Commitlee.

Hesumed from an earlier siage of the
sitting; Hon. J. W. Kirwan in the Chair;
the Chief Secretary in charge of the Bill.

Clause T—Reserve A5574:

Hon, A. J. H. 8AW: T move an amend-
ment—

That at the end of Subcelause 1 the follow-

ing words be added ‘‘and may be declared as
a Class ‘A’ reserve for a parking ground for
vehieles,”’
That means that the portion of the reserve
fronting Labouchere-road, whieh is on the
south side nearest to Ambherst-streeet, shall
be ntilised as a parking reserve,

Hon. (. W. MILES: A week ago mem-
bers of the Metropolitan-Suhurban Provinee
were seeking to delete this Clause. Since
then a petition has been signed by residents
of the East Ward and Como. The people
of the West Ward honght their homes know-
ing that this area was a hotanical reserve,
and they ought to be considered. The clause
should be struek out. Dr, SBaw referred to
the matter as a game of chess that shounld
be plaved to a finish, Tn my view a stale.
mate should be arranged so that residents
of South Perth might get up another peti-
tion. I understand that there will be a
petition signed by 650 residents instead of
607. I appeal to the Committee to delete
the elause altogether.

Hon. H. J. YELLAND: It is wrong to
destroy any of our natural flora if it ean
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be retained, and we would be ill-advised to
allow any part of a public reserve to be
used as suggested. With the improvement
seheme for the foreshore of the Swan River,
ample ground will be available for sporting
purposes.

The CHAIRMAN: The amendment be-
fore the Chair refers to setting apart por-
tion of a Class “A” reserve for the parking
of vehicles.

Hon. H. J. YELLAND: That will neces-
sitate an alteration in the status of the re-
serve and T support Mr. Miles in opposing
the alteration.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: I move—

That the Committee do now divide.

Motion put and passed.

Amendment puf, and a division taken,
with the following result:—

Ayes .. 13
Noes 12
Majority for 1
AYES,
Hon, J. R. Brown Hon. A. Lovekin
Hon. J. M. Drew Hon, T. Moore
Hon. J. Duffell Hon. G. Potter
Hon. E. H. Gray Hon. A. J. H. Saw
Hon. J. W, Hickey Hon. H. A. Stephenson
Hon. J. J. Haolmes Hon. J. M. Macfarlena
Hop. W. H. Kitson (Peiler.)
Noee.
Hon., €. F. Bazxter Hon. J, Nicholson
Hon, A. Burvill Hon, E. Rose
Hon. J. Cornell Hon. H, Sedden
Hon. V¥V, Hamersley Hon. H. Stewart
Hon. E. H. Harrla Hon, H. J. Yelland
Hon. G. W. Miles Hon. J, Ewing
(Teller.)

Amendment thus passed.

Hon. A. J. H. SAW: I move an amend-
ment—

That Subelause 3 he struck out.
This course should be pursued in the inter-
ests of the residents of Richardson-street,
whose properties front the reserve.

Amendment put and passed.

Hon. A. J. H. SAW: I move an amend-
menf—-

That in line 4 of Subelause 4 the words
““exclusive of golf’’ be struck out.

Amendment put and passed.

Hon. G. W. MILES: I appeal to the
Committee to give this matter further con-
gideration. The whole of the residents of
South Perth have not had an opportunity
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to say whether this reserve, which was set
aside as a botanical garden site, should be
handed over to the road board for a recrea-
tion gronnd. No barm will result from
postponing action for apother year. The
first intimation that the South Perth resi-
dents had of the intended interference with
the reserve was when reports of the pro-
ceedings in the Assembly appeared in the
Press. Dr. Saw, while not intending to
mislead the Committee, said that the amend-
ments were moved as the result of an agree-
ment. There was no agreement on the part
of the residents of the West Ward, but on
the part of the road board and the Zoologi-
cal Gardens authorities.

Hon. A. J. H. SAW: Mr. Miles is mis-
representing what I said. 1 said that the
residents of South Perth had failed to arrive
at an agreement bup that the amendments
I moved were agreeable, T understood, to the
South Perth Road Board.

Hon. G. W. MILES: I accept Dr. Saw's
assurance. When the next election takes
place in the South Perth distriet, I believe
it will be found that the present board does
not represent the views of the South Perth
ratepayers, I am informed that the great
majority of the people who signed the peti-
tion in favour of the proposal are residents
of the outer ends of Soath Perth and not
of the west ward which is directly affected

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: We should be
careful about interfering with a Class “A”
reserve. My information is that the larger
petition was signed by people who are in
no way concerned directly with the reserve.
I have information that some persons signed
both petitions, and I have been teld that
some who signed the larger petition did so
under the impression that they were signing
one having the same object in view as the
earlier petition. They were misled.

Hon. J. Duffell: Fifty of those who
signed the second petition signed the first
one,

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: And probably
those 50 were misled equally with those to
whom I have referred. The position was
misrepresented fo them,

Hon. H. Stewart: Did not they read it?

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: No, it was signed
on the representations of the people who
presented it. A good parking area that will
not be required for any other purpese could
be provided along the boundary of the
Zoological Gardens. The Committee would
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be well a:dvised {o sirike out Clause 7 pend-
ing fturther inquiries.

Clause, ag previously amended, put and &
division taken with the following result:—

Ayes .. .. .o 12
Noes - .. .o 12
Atie .. .. .. 0
AYER,
Houo. J. M. Drew Hon. T. Moore
Hop, J. Dullell Heon. G, Potter
Hon, E. H. Gray Hop. A. J. H. Saw
Hon. J. W. Hickey Hon. H. A. Stephenson
Hon. W. H. Klitson Hon, J. R. Brawn
Hon. A. Lovekin (Trljer.)
Hoo. J. M. Mactarlane
Nozra,
Hop. C. F. Baxter Han. E. Rose
Itan, A. Borvill Hon. H. Seddon
Hon. J. Cornel Hon, H. Stewar
rlon. J. Ewing Hon. H. J. Yelland
Hon, V. Hamersley Hon. J. Nicholson
Hon, E. H. Harrls (Teller.)
Hon. G. W, Miles

The CHAIRMAN: In aceordanee with
Standing Order No. 155 the question passes
in the negative.

Clause thus negatived.

The CHAIRMAN: The schedule will be
struck out consequentially on the deleting
of Clause 7.

Title—agreed to.

Bill reported with amendments and the re-
port adopted.

Read a third time and returmed to the
Assembly with amendments.

BILL—SWAN RIVER IMPROVE-
MENT.

Second Reading.

THE HONORARY MINISTER (Hon. J.
W. Hickey-—Central) [7.40] in moving the
second reading said: This is a rather import-
ant measure but it ia late in the session to
ask members to eonsider it "The Bill has
received a good deal of publicity and has
been accorded general support, not only by
members in anctlier plast bat by the public.
The reclamation of the foreshore and im-
provement of the river is a necessary work,
and though it might appear to be a big un-
dertaking. the operations proposed will be
extended over many years. All we desire is
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that the Government be given antbority to

make a start with the work. T move—
That the Bill be now read a secoud time.
Question put and passed.

Bil]l read a second time.

In Commitiee, ete.

Bill passed through Committee without de-
bate, reported without amendment, and the
report adopted.

Read a third time and passed.

BILL—STAMP ACT AMEND-
MENT.

Recommittal.

Resumed from the previous day; Hon. J.
W. Kirwan in the Chair; the Chief Seere-
tary in charge of the Bill,

Clause 2—Conveyance duty in cases where

conveyance made at request or by direction
of intermediary (partly considered):

Hon. J, NICBOLSON: I previcusly
moved to add a proviso to this clanse, and
explained the reasons for safeguarding
the provisions of Section 71. Since then I
have had a conversation with the Solicitor
General, and now 1 move—

That the following be inserted to stand as
Subelauze 3:—** This section is subject to the
provisions of Seetiom 71.77

The CHIEF SECRETARY: 1 accept the
amendment.

Amendment put and passed; the clause, as
amended, agreed to.

Bill reporied with an amendment.

Further Recommitial.

Hon. H. STEWART: I move—

That the Bill be recommitted for the pur-
pose of further conmsidering Clause 4.

Motion put, and a division taken with the
following result:—

Ayes - 12
Noes 9
Majority for 3
AYEa.
Hon, ¢, F. Baxter Hon, G. W. Miles
Han. J. Ewipng Hon. B. Rose
Haon, V. Hamersley Hon, H. Beddon
Hoan. J. J. Holmes Hoo. H. A. Stephenson
Hon. J. W. Kirwan Hon, H. Stewart
Hen, A. Lovelin Hon. A. Burvill

{Teller.)
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NoOES.
Hon. J. R. Brown Hon. J. M. Mactarlane
Hoo. J. M. Drew Hon. T. Moore
Hun. J. Duffell Noen. G. Potter
Hon. J. W. Hickey . Hon, J. Nicholson
Hon. W. H. Kitson

(Teller.}
Motion thus passed. '

In Commitiee.

Hon J. W. Kirwan in the Chair; the Chief
Secretary in charge of the Bill,

Clavse 4—Amendment of Second Sche-
dule:

Hon. H. STEWART: Subeclause 2 pro-
poses to double a munber of fees. These
fees were increased as a war measure, and
the increased amounts have been continued
-from year to year, I desire to move an
amendment to limit the operation of the Bill
to the 30th June, 1927. I think the proper
course will be to move to strike out “omit-
ting” in line 6 and substitute “amending,”
and to strike ont “1926” in the next line and
substitute “1927." .

The CHAIRMAN: When hon, members
have amendments to move, they might give
notice of such amendments, or at least have
them written out. It is not fair that the
Committee shounld be delayed while membera
on their feet are dralting amendments.

Hon. H. STEWART: [ would be glad if
the Minisier would report progress. This
amendment is particularly difficult to draft.
The way we have been kept hanging on is
most unsatisfactory for the conduet of pub-
lie business. . ‘

Hon, J. NICHOLSON : I move an amend-
ment— ‘

That Subclause 2 be struck out and the
following inserted in lieu:— ‘The gecond
schedule is amended by the insertion in lines
9 and 30 respectively under the heading ‘con-
veyance of Transfer on Sale of any Property’
of the figures ‘1927 instead of 1924.° 7?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: We have
had no word of explanation as to the object
of the amendment. No notice of the amend-
ment has been given. The Bill has been
through Committee and has heen twice re-
committed, and now, after 19 hours of con-
tinuons work, this amendment iJs sprung
upon me,

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: The intention is
merely to eXiend the operation of the Act
for another 12 months, instead of making
it altogether permanent.

Hon. A, LOVEKIN: At this late stage
it i3 quite evident we cannot give attention

[COUNCIL.]

to details of these Bills. [f the Minister
will agree to limit the operation of some
of them it will facilitate the business this
morning.  All this amendment asks is that
the duration of the Bill be limifed.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: It is the de-
sire of the (overnment that it should be a
permanent wmeasnre. We have sacrificed 15
per ceni. of the income tax, and we want
the Stamp Act made permanent,

Hon, H. STEWART: I did not think this
Bill would even pass its second reading. Yet
it was put through Committee in about five
minutes, Is that the proper way to pass
legislation

Menmber: What is wrong with it9?

Hon. H. STEWART: T was temporarily
absent from the Chamber.

Hon.J. R.Brown: There were other mem-
ers here.

Hon. H. STEWART: Yes, and probably
50 per cent, of them had not read the Bill.

Hon. G. POTTER: I have yet to know
that Mr. Stewart has any right to cast a
reflection on any section of the House merely
because they will not vote at his direetion.

The CHAIRMAN: I intended to call Mr.
Stewart’s attention to the faect that in say-
ing 50 per eent. of the members present had
not read the Bill he was out of order. Un-
der the Standing Orders he must cast no
reflection upon members of the House. I
ask him to withdraw that remark.

Hon. H. Stewart: I withdraw it.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: The Committee
is in a very had temper this morning., Small
wonder! Let us take time over the business.
I deprecate the haste to close the session.
¥ollowing on an all-night vigil we are not
in a fit state fo deal with business,

Hon. E, H. Harris: All you want is a
poached egg.

Hon. C. I, BAXTER: This is not a time
for levity. The managers have been kept
eontinugusly in eonference for 19 hours and
are now expected to come here and deliberate
on further measures. We shounld report pro-
gress and adjourn until Monday. It is
wrong that we should finish up in haste.

Amendment put, and division taken with
the following rtesnlt:—

Ayes
Noes

Majority for

sl 5&
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AYES,
Hon. G. F. Baxler \ Hon, J. Nichoison
Hon. J. Duftell {  Hon. E. Rose
Hon. V. Hamersley Hon, H. Seddon
Hon. J. J. Holmes Hon. H. A, Stephenson
Hon. A. Lovekin Hon, H, Stewart
Hon. J. M. Maciorlaoe Hen. H. I, Yeliand
Hon, G. W. Miles Hop. A. Bur+i)l
(Teller.)
NoEB,
Hon, J. R. Brown Hon. J. W, Hickey
Hon. J. Cornel! Hon., W. H., Kitgon
Hon. J, M. Drew Hen. T. Moore
Hon, J. Ewing Hon. G. Potter
Hon. . H. Harris l Hon. E. H. Gray
{Teller.)

Amendment thus passed:
amended, agreed to.

Bill again vreporled with a further
ainendment, and the veport adopted.

the clause, as

Sitting suspended from 8.20 to 9.15 am.

Further Recommitial.
On motion by Hon. J. Nicholson, Bill

again  recommitted to further .consider
Clanse 4.
In Committee.
Hen. 1. NICHOLSOX: it appears that

some of the increased duty exacted has
been wrongly laken as the extension under
the 1924 amending et was made to apply
to only portion of one item. If progress
were reported for a few minutes, T ecould
prepare an amendment to rectify the omis-
sion.

Progress reported.

BILL—INDUSTRIAL ARBITRATION
ACT AMENDMENT.

Conference Managers' Report.

Message from the Assembly received and
read notifying it had agreed to the recom-
mendations of the conference.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: T move—

That the report he adopted and that a
message  aceordingly he transmitted fo the
Assembly,

Hon. A. LOVEKIX: I think I should say
that, having read the recommendations, I
consider the managers who represented
this House have dome their work splen-
didly, after a very long and, I presume,
severe struggle,

Hon. C. . Baxter: Hear, hear!
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Hon. A. LOVEKIN: | ain satisfied that
the fundamentals upon which this House
insisted have all been safeguarded.

(tueslion put and passed.

BILL—GROUP SETTLEMENT.
Second Reaing.

TEE HONORARY MINISTER (Hon.
dJ. W. Hickey—Central) [9.28] in moviny
the second reading said: This matter has
been fully disenssed in another place and
has received considerable publicity in the
Press, #o that wembers have had an oppor-
tunity to consider the whole work of group
settlement.

Jlon. A, Loevekin:
machinery 13ill?

The IIONORARY MINISTER: Yes. To
the 23th XNovember, 1923, the expendi-
tnre on group settlement amounted to
£2,557,280. Members will be fully ac-
quainted with the position. A number of
the groups are ready for dissolution, anmd
the settler< will thus be enabled to work
upon their own blocks. The Bill is de-
signed to bring these settlers under the
Agricultural Bank, and to put into opera-
tion machinery that will allow them to
work on their own and be more independ-
ent. 'The Bill provides also for the grant-
inr of increased areas, Tts main object is
to hring dishanded settlers under the Agri-
cultural Bank., T move—

This

is merely a

That the Bill be now read a second time.

HON. A. BURVILL (South-East} [9.32]:
1 am glad that arrangements have been made
for wroup scttlers to work on their own,
They wifl have an opportunity to go on to
piecework, and to lessen the cost of their
holdings, as well as the cost to the Agrieul-
tural Bank, and to reduce their interest
charges. This will have a tendency to pro-
vide against the necessity for writing down.
No daubt a lot of writing down will have
in he done.

Hon, T. Moore: This is the first time we
have had that put up.

Hon. A. BURVILL: Bome time ago a
special session of Parliament was ealled in
order to pass two railway extensions for the
purpose of assisting the gronp seftlement
scheme. I refer to those railways that will
ultimately join Denmark and Pemberton.
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Hon. A, Lovekin: Have these railways
anytbing to do with the Bill?

The PRESIDENT: The hon, member will
be brief,

Hon. A, BURVILL: They have a preat
deal to do with the Bill. I do not want to
see any further losses to the Government,
or any further loading upon these setflers.
These railways should be constructed as soon
as possible, I understand that some of the
block: are not large enough. The Bill pro-
vides that they may be enlarged up to 400
acres, That is a good provision. As the
scheme develops there is no doubt a railway
running ont westward from Mt Barker will
have to be built. In that particular distriet
larger areas will have to be given to the
settlers than are now given in other parts
of the State.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Commitiee, efc.

Hon, J. Kirwan in the Chair; Chief Sec-
retary in charge of the Bill.

Clauses 1 to 4—agreed to.

Clause 5—Interest and instalment of prin-
c¢ipal from mortgages to be paid as an ac-
count at Treasury:

Hon. E. H. ROSE: In the past group
settlers have not known what mortgages
there were on their properties. I hope the
Government will arrange that in the case
of all group blocks that are handed over,
the amount of the mortgage is set down
against them.

The Honerary Minister: T understand

that has been arranged for.
Clanse put and passed.
Clauses 6-10—agreed to.
Title—agreed to.

Bill reported without amendment, and the
report adopted.

Read a third time and passed.

BILL--TRAFFIC ACT AMENDMENT.
Second Reading.

TRE CHIEF SECRETARY (llon. J. M.
Dyew—Central) [9.42] in moving the second
reading said: This Bill re-enacts for the time
being the provisions and schedules of fees
in the amending Aect of 1924, with a proviso
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in favour of hurse-drawn vehieles used only
on cccasions by a farmer for the ecarriage
of produce or farming requisites to and from
his own farm; or for a ecart mainly used
for the carriage of ore and mining requisites
within a mining area; or for a cart used
only in conneetion with the sandalwood in-
dustry; or for a cart mainly used for the
carrtage of supplies to and produce from
cattle and sheep stations. The fees for
these vehicles shall he one-fourth of the
preseribed fee, with a minimum fee of 15s.
The fec for earts is also to Dbe reduced.
The existing fee iz 1s, per ewt. up to two
tons, and 1s. 6d. for every additional cwt.
The new ceale will be 1s. per ton with a
minimumn fee of 15s.

Hun. G. W. Miles: What about wagons
used for carting on stations?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I wili give
the hon. member that information, Iun ad-
dition it is proposed to reduee the fees for
whims or jinkers, ctc.,, to a flat rate of £6.
The present fee was based on the weight of
the vehicle, and load, which was regarded
by the timber eompanies as excessive, The
original intention was to embody other fea-
tures in the amending Bill, but as it had to
be laid aside until the submission of the
report of the selecl commiitee on the Main
Roads Bill, it was considered unreasonable
to ask hon. members to give consideration
to the many and varied fquestions that would
have to be reviewed, and on which there
may be divided opinions. I move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

HCN. J. DUFFELL {Metropolitan-Sub-
urban} [9.46]: Tf we had reasonable fime {o
consider the Bill, it would take days, in-
stead of hours or minntes, to dispose of it.
The Bill yroposes. gemerally speaking, to
make permanent the schedule az it was
ngreed to last session. That is set out in
Clause 3, which seeks to delete Section 5 of
the Act. I do not think the House will per-
peluate the anomalies that are eontained in
that schedule. As the Leader of the House
has agreed to an awendment to the Bill, that
will overcome one difficulty and we may agree
to the schedule being continued until the
30th December, 1926, and no longer. That
will enahle the Government to consider the
matter and bring down a Bill at an earlier
stage next session. We shall then be able
to give the schedule full consideration. It
will take a considerable time to reciify the
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anomalies that exist at present. 1 support
the seeond readinz and will deal with one or
fwo points during the Committee stage.

HON. H. STEWART (South-East)
[9.<9]: The amendment to the schedule is of
great interest to all producers, but the charge
imposed upon those least able to afford it
has not been altered. It is fixed at 15s. for
a sulky or spring cart. We would do well
if we agreed to make the charge 7s. 6d. That
would eover the cost of administration, and
I will move in that direction in Committee.

HON. J. J. HOLMES North) {9.51]:
The Bill should have been dealt with Iast
session. Tt was hrought down at the eleventh
hour and finally praetieally only the sche-
dule was approved. We limited the oper-
ations of the Bill until the 31st December,
A peculiar position has arisen. 1 under-
stand that the traffic branch bave coliected
fees to June 30th next, although they bave
no power beyond the 3ist December. It is
unfortunate that the Bill should again reach
us at such u late stage this session, because
of the Main Roads Bill. I hope the House
will agree to limit the duration of the Bill
to compel the Government to hring the meas-
ure before us early next session. Provision
is made tn relieve people in the outback
distriets respecting the charges for wagons,
but no reduction is provided on account of
motor vehieles. The vehieles concerned do not
travel over the main roads and probably
never will. Despite that, the same fees will
be charged there as in the South-West, where
we have spent tens of thousands of pounds
in making good roads.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Commitiee.

Hon. J. W. Kirwan in the Chair;
Chief Secretary in charge of the Bih,

Clanse 1—agreed to.

Clause 2—Amendment of Part 1 of third
schedule:

Hon. H, STEWART: I move an amend-
menl—

That in line 9 ‘‘fifteen shillings’’ be
struck oul and ‘seven shillings and sixpence’’
insvrted in lieu,

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: Is it worth while?
The fee has alreadv been collectel to the
80th June next, and a suggestion has been

[101]
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wade that the duration of the Bill should
be limited to the 30th December, 1926, That
would mean that we would be amending the
Bill for the sake of 3s, 9d. that would have
to he paid over.

Hon. A. BURVILL: Mr. Stewart would
be well advised not to proeeed with his
amendment.

Amendment put and negatived.
Clause put and passed.

Clause 3—Reypeal of Seetion 5 of No. 37
of 1924:

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: 1 will move an
amendment, the effect of which will be to
limit the duration of the measure to the
30th September, 1926,

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I bave no
objection tu suchk an amendment, but I
would point out that if a Bill were intro-
daced next year in another place, it might
he referred to a select commitfee.

_Hon. A. Lovekin: That would be a good
thing.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Tt will take
at least six months to deal with it, and I
snggest that the amendment be altered to
enable the lezislation to have effect till the
31st October, 1926. The Government are
not to blame for the position that has arisen
this year, owing to the careful considera-
tinn given to the Main Roads Bill which was
well worth while.

Hon: A, LOVEKIN: T will accept the
Minister’s svggestion and move an amend-
ment as follows:—

That. in lines 2 and 3 *‘repealed ard such
Act ghall-continne in operation as if that sec-
tion had not been enacted’! he struck out and
the following be ingserted:— “Amended by
omiiting the words ‘3Ist day of December,
19257 and inserting in lien thereof the worda
‘31st day of October, 1926.°
" Amendment put and passed; the clause,
as amended, agreed to,

Clause 4, Tille—agreed to.

Bill reported with an amendment and the
repor{ adopied.

Read n third time and retorned tn the
Assembly with an amendment.

BILL—RESERVES,

Message from the Assembly received and
read notifying that it had agreed to the
Couneil’'s amendment.
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BILL—TAXATION (MOTOQR SPIRIT
VENDORS).

Assembly’s Message.

Mesdage from the Assembly received and
read nolifying that it had agreed to make
the amendrent requested by the Couneil.

In Committee.

Hon. J. W. Kirwan in the Chair;
Chief Secretary in eharge of the Bill,

Title—agreed to.

Bill reported without amendment, and the
report adopted

the

Third Reading.
Read a third time and passed.

BILL—DAY BAKING. .
Bequest for Conference.

Message from the Assembly received and
read requesting a conference with managers
of the Council and intimating that the As-
sernbly would be represented hy three mem-
bers.

The HONORARY MINISTER: I move:

That a conference be granted and that the
Hons. J. Duffell, E, H. Gray, and the mover
be appointed managers to confer with the
managers from the Legislative Assembly
forthwith.

Hon, A. LOVEKIN: On a conference of
this kind we must have amongst the mana-
gers those who represent the majority views.
Therefore Mr. Gray should not be elected.

The HONORARY MINISTER: Do I
understand that Mr. Lovekin’s point stands,

The PRESIDENT: Yes.

The HONQRARY MINISTER: Then 1
will nominate the Hons. J. Duffell and A,
Lovekin and the mover.

Question put and passed.

Sitting suspended from 10.15 unid
11.30 a.m.

Conference Managers’ EReport,

The HONORARY MINISTER: I desire
to report that the managers of the Legis-
lative Council and the managers of the Leg-
islative Assembly have met and have failed
to agree.

[COUNCIL]

BILL—MAIN ROADS.

Assembly’s Message.

Message from the Assembly notifying
that it had agreed to amendments Nos. 1
to 22, 24 to 26, 28 to 34, and 36 to 41,
made by the Council, and had agreed to
amendments Nos. 23, 27, and 35, subject
to amendmenls now considered.

In Commitiee.

Hon, J. W. Kirwan in the Chair; the
Chief Secretary in eharge of the Bill.

No. 1. Amendment No. 23—After the
word *board” and before the word “roads”
in the first line of paragraph {a) of Clause
17 insert the words “and construet or super-

- ”

Vise

On motion by the Chief Secretary, the As-
sembly’s amendment on the Couneil's amend-
ment agreed to.

No. 2. Council’s amendment No. 27 1n
Clause 21—Prefix the words ‘“Delete the
words ‘bosard, in consultalion with the local
autherity,” and insert ‘Minister may require
the board to’.”

Hon. H. STEWART: Is that amendment
in orcer, having regard to Standing Order
No. 230, which says—

No amendment shall be proposed in any
words of a Bill which have been agreed to by
both Houses and which have not been the
subject of or immediately affected by some
previous amendment, unless such proposed
mmendment be consequent on an amendment
already agreed to or made by the Council.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The Legis-
lative Assembly’s amendment is rendered
necessary by amendments made in the Bill
by the select committee. The whole tenor of
the Bill has been altered. Originally, the
measure was to be operated by a board under
the control of the Minister, As amended
here, it is to be operated by a corporate body
not under the control of the Minister. In
view of that new situation it is necessary that
this amendment should be made. The power
to declare developmental roads sheuld be in
the hands of the Governor alone, becauge
such roads are financed out of the Federal
grant. The whole responsibiliiy for declar-
ing developmental roads and submitting them
to the Federal Government for their eoncur-
rence rests not with any pmvale board or
corporate body but with the State Govern-
ment. :
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Hon. A. Burvill:  Who will advise the
Stuie Government? Will not Lthe board do
sof

The (HIEF SECRETARY: The State
Government will secure any advice they think
fit. Under the eclawse as it now stands the
Governor could not declare any road a de-
velopmental road except upon the recommen-
dation of a board, such board not being in
any way attached to the Government.

Hon. H. STEWART: If I were to de-
bate the merits of the amendment at this
stage, I would eite clauses and refer to the
select ecommitiees report 10 show that this
matter was made perfectly clear when the
Bill was before the Honse and when the Gov-
ernment had ample opportunity to submit
amendments. Clause 17 does not deal only
with main roads. 'With the fuil knowledge
of the Minister, it was amended to deal with
developmental roads. It now provides that
the board shall inspeet and report on and
construet and supervise roads at the request
of the Minister. So that under Clause 17 the
Minister has the power which the Chief Sec-
retary asks for. In the cirecumstances, is the
amendment in order?

The CHAIRMAXN: T would like 1he Chief
Secretary to point out to me 1n what respect
this amendment is the subject of or im-
mediately affected by any previous amend-
ment. That is the point I have to eonsider
under Standing Order No. 230.

The CHTEF SECRETARY: My conten-
tion is that practically this is not the Gov-
ernment’s Bill. The operaiion of the meas-
ure has been transferred from the Govern-
ment to a corporate body oulside the Gov-
ernment. In consequnence of that, it was
necessary for the Assembly to further amend
the Biil. A position bas arisen whieh
was not eontemplaied when the Bill was pre-
viously before the Assembly. Previously the
Bill provided for the administration of the
board under the eontrol of the Government.
Since then it has been amended so that the
control i1s altocether removed from lhe Gov-
ernment. If this amendment of the Assembly,
and also another one, are not aceepted, the
Government cannot possibly accept the Bill,
because they would be unable to get any grant
from the Federal Government. The Federal
Government will not deal with beards; they
deal only with States, whicli have to find
pound for pound. I am not suggesting that
the Government will not scek the assistance
of the hoard. There is no intention of that
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kind, I want to prevent the Bill from being
lost. (rants eannot be obtained from the
Federal Uovernment if they are to be handed
over to a board. The State is responsible for
the proper expenditure of Federal granis.

Hon. H. STEWART: There is in the Bill
a provision that will do all the Chief
Secretary says is necessary. Under Clanse
17 the Minister ean call upon the main
roads board to inspeet any road and report
upon it to the Governor-in-Council.

Hon. V. Hamersley: There is a distinet
difference between a developmental road
and a main road.

The CHAIRMAN : We cannot discuss
that. We are discussiog whether or not
the Assembly’s modification is the subjeat
of or immediately affected by any previous
am®dment made by the Council.

Hon, A. BURVILL: I think the Chief
Secretary is quite right. In the original
Bill the Minister was to have charge of
all main roads and developmental roads.
That has been altered, and the board, =
corporate body, will now have charge of
main roads. It changes the whole character
of the Bill.

The CHAIRMAN: I mast rule that the
Assembly’s modification is not the subject
of or immediately affected by any previous
amendments made by the Council, and is
therefore not in order.

No. 3 (Council's amendment No. 35):

The CHATRMAN: The next smendment
made by the Couneil and egreed to by the
Assembly subject to a modifieation is in
Clause 29. The Assembly proposes {o add
the following words:—

Add to the proviso the words ‘‘provided
aleo that no moneys to the credit of the trusi
account shall be applied to the provision or
construction of developmental roads without
the approval of the Minister after consulta.
tion with or reference to the local authority.’’

Hon. H. STEWART: I raise the same
point of order as 1 raised on the last
amendment.

The CHIEF SECRETARY : The position
is intensified here. Under the amendment
made by the select commiitee the board, a
corporate hody, would secure control of
the Federal grant. The Assembly’s pro-
posal is made with the ohjeet of prevent-
ing that, The Federal Government would
not make the grant if it were to be handed
over to a corporate board, It wmust be
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handed to the State Government, who have
to provide pound: for pound.

‘The CHAIRMAN: I point out: ta the
Minister that this new provise is in con-
tradiction to an amendment made by the
Qoungil to Clause' 16, an amendment sub-
sequently agreed to .by the Assembly.
Under that amendmeat the following WOl‘da
have been added to Clanse 16:—

Provided that no contract involving thé éx-.
penditure by the board of an amount exceed:
ing £1,000 shall be entered inte by the board
without the permlssmn of the Minister being
fifst obtained.

Is that not in contradiction to the proviso
now proposed by the Assembly?

'The” CHIEF SECRETARY The two
provisos are not in any way inconsistent,
for the board, a cofpm‘ate body, will have

control of the expénditure of other laris-

sums of money. It was never intendéd

thiat the board -should have control of the'

Federal grant. -
‘Hon: E. H. GRAY Thls matfer was con-
sidered by the select commlttee Thie

board ¢annot spend any money ‘i’ ekedds :

of £1,000.

Surely the .Commonwealth will be better
satisfied to leave the maney in the hands
of a board of skilled engineers!
provigso that the board shall not spend in
excess of £1,000 without the approval.of
the Minister, both.the State and Commoxn-
wealth Governments will be safeguarded.
If it be that the main road "board. e not

In Victoria ‘the Main Rodds"”
Board do handle Commonwealth monéy.’

With the -

to- handle any Commonwealth mcmey, that -

boedrd will be practically useless.-

"The CHIEF SECRETARY: That is not
the point. I do not think I have said that
the main roads board would not be able to
evpend any Commonwealth money. - What
I say 1s that to a large extent they. will

spend it under Government direction. £

‘Hon. J. M. Macfarlane : The Federal
grant in the first instance would be paid,
not to the main roads hoard, but to the
State Government.

The CBIEF SECRETARY: Yes, and the
State Government could adopt the recom-
mendation of the Main Roads Board re-
garding the expendltu:e

Hon. II. STEWART: No work can be
engaged upon by the ‘board without the
approval of the Governor-in-Conncil fol-
lowing wpon ihe recommendation of the
board. 1 merely want your ruling on the

[COUNCIL.]

question, I should be sorry if afier alt
the work that has been done the Bill
should be imperilled in any way.

Hon. A. BURVILL : At present the
money is allotted by the Federal Goveru-
ment upon roads recommended by the local
road boards. It is the desire of the select
committee that the allotment should be.
placed in the hands of the new bhoard. I
do not think that will meet with the
approval of the local anthorities, the State
Government, or the Federal Government.

Hon, H. STEWART: The Bill already
provides that the board, before recommend-
ing to the. Governor-in-Couneil that any
road shonld be a main road, must prepare
plans, maps and estimates and issue a
notice of their intention to make such im-
provements, The Minister has authority
te ask the board to report on any partieu-
lar proposition. The board have also to
coosult the local authority.

‘The CHAIRMAN : I rule that the
Asgembly’s amendment, No. 33, iz in con-
tradietion to an amendment of the Legis-
lative Couneil to Clause 16, which has
been agreed to by the Assembly, and is
therefore not in order.

Retolutions reported, the report adopted,
and a message aceordingly returned to the
Assembly.

BILL—TRAFFIC ACT AMENDMENT.

Message from the Asgembly received and
read notifying that it had agreed to the
amendments made by the Council

BILL—STAMP ACT AMENDMENT.
Further Recommittal,

Resumed from an earlier stage of the
sitting. Hon. J. W. Kirwan in the Chair;
the Chief Secretary in charge of the Bill.

Clause 4—Amendment of Second Sched-
ule:

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: I have gone into
this elause and find there is provision under
the 1924 Aet which covers transfers under
the Transfer of Land Act. I move—

That Subelause 2 be further amended as fol-
lows:~—That the words ‘‘under the heading’’
be struck out and ‘‘hy lubat:tutmt_{ in the
item headed’’ he inserted in licu, and that

after ‘‘property’’ the words following be
struek ont, and ‘‘in the item headed ‘land
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transfer’ the figures ‘19277 in place of the
figures ‘1926’’’ be inserted in lieu.

Amendment put and passed, the clause,
as further amended, agreed to.

Bill again reported with a further a.mend-
ment, and the report adopted.

Read a third time and returned to the
Assembly.

Sitting suspended from 12.15 to 1 p.m.

BILL—MAIN BROADS.
Request for Conference.

Message from the Assembly received and
read requesting a ronference with managers
of the Council, and igtimating that the
Aszrmbly wounld be represented by three
members.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. J. M.
Drew—Central {1.7]: I move—

That a message be transmitted to the
-Assembly agreeing to a conference; that Hons.
.H. Stewart, A, Lovekin, and T Moore be
appointed managers on behalf of the Couneil,
and that the conference meet in the Preai-
dent’s reom forthwith,

HON. J. W. KIRWAN (South) [1.8]:
1t is rather extraordinary that a request for
a conference should be made in the circum-
stances that have arisen. It is indeed
strange that a conferemce shonld be asked
for when amendments are ruled out of
order. I think, however, that in the eir-
sumstanees we might perhaps agree to the
Assembly’s request, subject to the distinet
understanding that this is not to be taken
as a precedent for what may oceur in the
future. In my opinion, something ought to
be said to make it clear that only by reason
of the very extraordinary cireumstances is
the request agreed to. It might put this
House in a very peculiar position in futore
if what is done now is to be taken as a
precedent. T have read in “May” of strange
things that have been done in conmection
with Parliament, but when such things were
done it was clearly stipulated that although
they were done, they were not to be taken
as precedents for the future. I am anxious
that the position should be made absolutely
clear.

HON. H. STEWART (South-Easat)
[1.10]: Tt seems to me difficult to go as a
manager to a conference called in such eir-
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cumstances, 1 do not-see how one can deal
with amendments that are ouf of order.

Hon. J. W. Kirwan:" The conference may

- desire to endeavour to put those amend-

ments in order.
Question put and passed.

Sitting suspended from 1.12 to 3.45 p.m;

C';mf erence Managers Report.

HON. H. STEWART (South-Easf)
[3:45]: T have fo report that the managers
have met and recommend the followmg
amendments:—

No. 1. Clause 21, line 1, after the word
“may” insert the words “of his own initia-
tue or.” _

Claose 21, Subclanse 2, line 1, stnke
out t.he word “and” and insert the word “or”
in lieu. B

No. 3. Clanse 29, Subelause 1, add & fur-
there proviso as follows: “Provided that
no money to the eredit of the trust account
shall be applied to the provision or con-
struction of developmental roads wlthout
the a.p-prova] of the 'Governor.”

On motion by Hon. H. Stewart, repor['.
adepted and a message accordingly re-
turned to the Assembly.

A..ésembly’s Further Message.

Message from the Assembly received and
read notifying that it had agreed to the
recommendations of the conference.

ADJOURNMENT—CLOSE OF SESSION,
Complimentary Remarks.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. J. M.
Drew—Central) [3.50]: This being the last
occasion of our meeting during the present
session, the desire of my colleague and my-
self as well as of every member is that I
should express to you, Sir, our high appre-
ciation of the admirable manner in which
you have presided over our deliberations.
Tn paying this tribute of regard, we are
especially eonscious of the sérict l.mpartlahty
you have mvana.'b]y shown to every mem-
ber, thas securing that efficiency of debate
which is indispensable to the proceedings
of so moportant a body as this House. May
T offer wy congraiulations on the long term
of valuable service in many important offices
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that you bhave given to the State, and may I,
as one born in the State, urge yon to con-
sider that your duty still lies in guiding the
public affairs of Western Australia. It is
the niost earnest wish of every member that
¥ou may be granted a very long term of en-
Joyment of the honourable position yon oe-
«npy. Your position is honourable in that
you not only preside over this House but
you hold a high place in the goodwill, the eon-
fidence and the esteem of every member. I
wish to eonvey thanks to our worthy Chair-
man of Committees for his kindly guidance
and forbearance. Among his predecessors
none has exceeded him in courtesy, and none
has shown more consideration for the leader
and other members of the Chamber. Mr.
Kirwan has extended assistance to us in
every way, and we have always felt that
we could rely apon his valnable help. We
are exceptionally fortunate to have officers
of the ecalibre of the Clerk of the Couneil
and the Usher of the Black Rod. They have
lightened the cares of my leadership, and
I am sure they have protected other members
as well from the pitfalls of procedure. The
aecuracy and efficiency of Western Austra-
lian “Hansard” is notable, Not once have I
fieard a complaint about the Chief or his
staff. Other officers and the attendants have
also done good work. I thank members for
the kindness and thoughtfulness they have
displayed through a long, diffteult and ard-
uous session, and T wish. them with my whole
heart all the joys of the season of peace
and goodwill. T move—

That the House at its rising adjourn until
the 21st Januvary, 1926.

HON. J. W. ETRWAN (South) [3.55]:
I, and 1 believe, all the members of this
Chamber cordially endorse the remarks
of the Chief Secretary concerning yourself
Mr. President. I, as Chairman of Commit-
tees, have received couvsiderable assistance
from yon, and whenever I have sought your
advice you have been very kind and have
extended all the help that I required. If
the remarks of the Leader of the House con-
cerning me are deserved, it is largely dume
to the assistance I have received from you,
Sir, from the Clerk of the Council, and the
Usher of the Black Rod. T hope that you,
they, and the staff generally will have a
merry Christmas and a bhappy New Year,
and that we shall all meet again when Par-
Liament re-assembles next year,

[COUNCIL.}

THE PRESIDENT (Hon. Sir E. H.
Wiitenoom—North) [3.5]: 1 am deeply
sensible of the kind remarks that have fallen
from the Leader of the House and from the
Chairmman of Commuittees. Mr., Kirwan re-
ferred to the Chief Secretary’s conduet of
the bosiness. I am quite certain the business

‘would not have proceeded so smoothly as it

has done and with such an absence of un-
pleasantness bad it not been for the co-
operation of all the members. I am always
glad to think that members recognise that
the standing orders are of their own crea-
lion, The standing orders are nof rules that
have been made for members or drawn up
by the President and foreed upon them;
they are rules made by themselves to main-
tain the dignity of the House and permit of
the work being carried out in as excellent
and expeditious a manner as possible. 1
cannot speak too highly of the manner in
which the Chief Secretary has condueted the
business. We are all pleased at his untiring
attention and his unwavering eourtesy and
patience. I oceupied the position of Leader
for four years and I know that considerable
patience is required to deal with a lol of
the little amendments that eome in just when
the Minister fcels that he has his Bill safely
through, or when someone moves to report
progress just when he wishes to make pro-
gress. The Chief Secretary has shown the
greatest patience and eourtesy and has al-
ways presented his measures clearly and
concisely, without speaking at too great a
length and without leaving anything of im-
portance unsaid. We are all indehted to him
for his work. I should like to include an
expression of appreciation to Mr. Holmes
and Mr. Harris for their good work at the
conference last night, long and tiring work,
whieh T feel sure members generally deeply
appreciate,

Members: Hear, hear!

The PRESIDENT: In extending the com-
pliments of the season to hon. members, I
do not forget that there will be an election
in May next, when 10 members will have to
submit themselves to the will of diseriminat-
ing eleetors. I can honestly say that I hope
that all will be returned, becaunse, as T have
already said, one would have to go a
long way before finding a better debat-
ing House, or a better Chamber, than we
have in the Legislative Council. We have
all shades of opinion bere, and that is what
we should have. The only weakmness that T
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can see in it is that we want Mr. Walsh here.
If we could only have him with us, then we
would have all shades of political opinion
represented in the Chamber. 1 think it woun!d
be found that after some hon. members had
done with him here, he would hold different
opinions himself. I ean honestly and con-
scientiously express the wish that those
members who have to go up for re-election
will be returned to their places in this
House. As I said to an hon. member to-
day, a newcomer amongst us has not, in the
early stages of his eareer as a member of
this Chamber, the knowledge of the forms
of the House and experience generally to
enable him to carry out his work with justice
to himszelf. When he bas been in the Cham-
ber for some time, it is different. He does
not get very far during his first year or two
because he has not established the eonfidence
of other members in his abiiity and capacity.
When we have amongst us eight or 10 ex-
perienced members who know how to give
and take, how to debate and compromise,
and yet maintain their strong personal
opinions, we shall be fortunate if we have
them back with us after the elections. I
hope that will be our experience next year.
In conclusion, I wish all the compliments
of the season and I hope you will have a
very happy and prosperons New Year. I
desire to invite members to meet me in the
President’s room so that, over some refresh-
ments, we may say farewell.

Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 4.4 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 11 a.m.,
and read prayers.

QUESTION—LAND RESUMPTION,
KARRAGULLEN.

Mr. SAMPSON asked the Minister for
Works: 1, In connection with the purchase
and removal of Mr. T. K. White's house
from land resumed at Karragullen, is he
aware that the house has already been dis-
mantled? 2, Will he say why it was that a
wrilten reguest, dated 2nd June last, asking
for an opportunity to tender for the pur-
chase of the building in the event of its
being tor sale, was disregarded? 3, Is bhe
now able o give information regarding the
conditions of removal and the price ob-
tained?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS replied:
1, No. 2, Through a regrettable oversight.
3, No.

QUESTION—UNEMPLOYMENT AND
CHRISTMAS HOLIDAYS.

Mr. PANTON (for Mr. Sleeman) asked
the Minister for Works: 1, Is be aware that
the unemployed recently sent out on the roads
to work are to have a compulsory holiday
without pay for 1¢ or 12 days during Christ-
mas and New Year? 2, If so, will he en-



